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the rushing of mediators it between, Murrell
stripped off his coat and neck-cloth for a
ﬁght. Then, tearing into the circle like a
wild beast bounding into a iungle for its
, he grasped his enemy by the throat.
gredyes rate struggle ensued; which at length
extended to the %riends of both sides, and
knives being drawn in the heat of the affray,
the combat soon became as bloody as it was
desperate. From the time it took this change,
the contest lasted but a minute, when Drays
ton fell before the trenchant blade of the
Tenmnessean, fatally wounded. -

Fear treads upon the heels of crime, and
the instant the negro-stealer saw the meas-
ure of his vengeance was complete, he turn-
ed to fly. He rushed toward the door, but
already the buzz of gathering voices was heard
outside, and warned him to seek some other
issue. Turning back, he dashed up stairs,
and bursting into a room upon a second floor
the window of which looked out upon an
open lot, he threw up the sash, and putting
s knife between his teeth in case he should
want to overcome resistance to his escape,
!&: lowered hif;lself oum;ngl dropped tg

e ground. No one is way, an
Jeaping a fence in the rear, he was soon lost
fn &e gloom of an adjoining lane.
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Diving through the most obscure avenues
of the town, Murrell at length reached an
wnfrequented portion of the river’s bank,
when, considering himself bdyond the dan-
ger of immediate pursuit, he cast himself,
s and breathless, on the shore. Rising,
& momentary pause, he threw his bloody
weapon into the turbid stréam, and stooped
down and washed from his hands and
the sanguine stains of the.affray.

The conflict between himself and Dray-
ton was a most anfortunate affair, and, view
it in any ghm he might, was sure to result,
more or less, disastrously to his interests.
He did not dread an intormation from the
hands of Drayton’s friends, for, however bit-
terly they might resent their lesder's over-
throw, he was well aware that their profes-
sional souls would disdain a legal vengeance ;
but the fight had taken place in the presence
of several abandoned women, who, in their
eagerness to acquit themselves of any blame,
would tell every detail, and not only give
the name of its prineipal actor, bus also pus
the officers upon his haunts. He, therefore,
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dared not ge to his hotel, even for a change
of clothes; and, added to the other evils of
his predicament, he found himself .with but
two or three dollars in his pocket. In this
dilemma he resolved, after a few moments}
pause, to ran half a:mile ferther up the bank
to the house of a friendly speculator, and ob-
tain from him-the necessary. clothing and
means to get away. The man whom he
selected was just the one who was calculated,
above-all others, to sepply his wants, for he
was a receiver of stalen who had ob-
tained many a profitable ** swag’ from Mur-
rel’'s hands, and his-ample store of second-
hand apparel was sure to furnish a ready
and complete supply to the fugitive robber’s
wants. ' o :

Taking from this man a prim-eut coat, 8
broad ‘brim hat, helf .a dozen white necks
cloths, a bible, a double-barrelled pistol, and
a heavy knife, Murrell stood prepared to play
the cher or the devil, as the fluctuations
of his fortune might require ; and after stoe
ring them awa{masmdl valise, and ob-
taining a sum of twenty dollars from the re+
ceiver, as a loan, he sat down and ‘wrote a
letter, directing his brother so meet him
in the latter pars of the following month ag
Natchez. He and his friend then started
for the. shore, and taking a boat, shot down
the river with the current, and at midnight
parted on the opposite bank-—the receiver to
return to the city, and the robber to set oug
toward the north, in the guise of a preacher
of the Gospel, and with a forged certificate
of probation in his pocket. Avsiling Him-
self of the information he had obtained du-
ring his recent residence in New Orleans,

the | of the haunts of the associates of the clans

to which Phelps and Haines belonged, Mur-
rell found in Ibberville a friendly gang of
counterfeiters, who, on the presentation of
his credentials, readily admitted him to their
confidence, and: supplied him with a lar,
amount of counterfeit money to aid him in
his northern p: In return, they
asked in payment for the boodle, his person-
al due biﬁ,l which they filed among the rest
of their accounts, to await the chance when
his affairs should be in a more flourishing
condition. With three or four humdred dol-
lars, mostly in spurious tens and twenties
the desperate adventurer then set out again,
soas to be in Natchex at the appointed time
to keep his apointment with his brother.
He still kept up his character of Methodist
preacher, and, during the course of his jour-
ney, delivered several sermons, and indeed
lost no opportunity of ix:ﬁntiating himself
with the godly of each :village, by a passi
exhortation to sinners to seek thé blessings
redeeming grace. The result of these amia-
ble little pauses was generally the passing
off of several counterfeit notes, which, in
consequence of their .ccming from the very
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pouch of sanctity
ed for a moment. :
An instance of the ingenious manner in
which he accomplished these profitable de~
eeptions may not be amiss, as an illustration
of his tact. A travelling Methodist, by the
" name of Marvin, whe had chanced to be pre-
sent at one of his discoursem 8o chu’mﬁ
with his eloquence and striking energy.
manner, that he waited till he had descenil-
ad from the pulpit, and, after complimenting
him upon his sermon, insisted that he should
accompany him to hie town, and preach
there on the following Sunday. Murrell rea-
dily accepted the invitation, and for the next
three days the pious brethren travelled amia-
bly together, the robber stopping now and
then to make a discousse and keep up what
he called the Liord's work, but really to spi~
ritedly maintain the outlines of his assumed
character. The travellers:arrived on a Sa-
turday afternoon in Marvin's town, and thadt
worthy man, prond beyond measure of his
travelling oompanion. started out, immediate-
ly om their amval, ameng the pions notabili-
ties of the village, ‘and made amangements
for @ prayer meeting.at his house that very
night. he exercises passed off with the
spirit and fervor usual to such gatherings,
and the preaches gudlt. .im'; additien- th
congratulations which: were heaped. upan
him for his sdmirable conjurations,. veceived
from the stationary preacher of the plece,
the offer of the use of ' his .pulpit on ths. fol-
‘OWingdl.. T N L
The offer was accepted, and it-is hardly
necessary to say that the cletical mdrauder
fully maintained, with the mass of the con-
gregation, the impressions which :he had ex-
cited among thie leaders of the flock on. the.
previous eveming: After the sermon was
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itself, were never mistrust-

over, the congregation .flocked around the|

‘youthful wonder," with an admiration litle
short of idolatry, and imvitations ta sojourn
for a few days with this omeand ‘wish that,
were showered upon him on all sides. He
excused himself, however, by representing
his engagements as imperative ; that he was
wobliged to leave on the following (Monday)
moming, and was pledged to remain with
brother Marvin daring his stay. |, * :

When about. to starty on the following
day, he pulled out his pocket-book, and, ek-
suming an embarrasssment which was natu-
ral to the situation of one who wished to be
thought neither mesn ner ostentatidus, hinted
his desire to make some pecuniary compen-
sation for the trouble the household had been
put to in his accommodation, but perceiving
that Marvin seemed to be burt at the idea,
he drew forth a sparious twenty dollar note,
and holding it out, with a frank and apologe-
tic smile, remarked : ‘

* Well, brother Marvin, I'll tell you what
Y ™ cun do for me. T mn out of change. en
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tirely, and «an, perh oblige me
breaking mey? twenty dollar billl.xgl dxshli’o
to offer & note of that size for a night’s lodg-
ing, where I gm not known, for fear it may
be-ascribed to a desire to avoid payment al-
together. The world, alas! judges all our
acts invidiomsly, and I, therefore, always
scrupulomely avoid doing any thing thas
may, even by the remotest implication, be
tortured into a questionable motive. The
honor . of the Liord’s name 1s in - our han
Brother Marviu, and the spotless purity
the ministry is but second in importance tp
the redemption of souls.’ :

Impressed more profoundly than ever with
the refined piety of his guest, Brother Mar-
vin was but too happy to oblige him, and
tanni!;g to his wife, got hie keys, and com- -
wenced . counting out the change. Unfortu-
pately he could not muster but seventeen
dollars and a half ; but after digging his fine
gers in his head, for @ few moments, as if

e sought the balamce there, he suddenly
jumped up,.sad ranning out, soon obtained
the remaining; portion of a neighbor. Though
everything was pow ready for his departure,
Murrell stall had some further des(iigns upon
his worthy . host, which required a-littls
more delay, ;. He did not intend, after.all
the trouble he had had in turning from his
road, and sweating through so many exhorta-
tions, to let him off at so cheap a rate as
twenty dollars : 8oy mmix;gron; hid heel, as
he got on the front stoop, he cast his eyes
upon a spﬁndid mottled colte‘rin t}_)e + and

iring his points, inquired of Marvin if

g K pin, ing

“Yes ; he was foaled mine,” answered the
Methodist. * He is. thorough bred.”

“ Do you wish to dispose of him, Brothex
Marvim ! o ' N :

* Well, I taised him for that purpose ; bug
1. dot’t know as I can .ges the worth of him
in this pars of the ceuntry. I have never
beem offered mare than a?undred amd
for him ; but he is worth fall a hundred do
lars move."; T :

. Indeed, I think he is; and if I had the
money with me, you should have no farther
trouble to get rid of him."

- 4. Waell, brother, that need be no hindrance
to a bargain between us,” said Marvin, with
& jocose expression at the idea of any stron-
ger guaraamtee being required. * You can
take him at * two fifty,” and when we meet
at our camp meeting next month, you can
hend me the amouns.” ' :

Upon this,, Murrell took the animal, and
having warmly embraced his hospitable host,
and imprinted & respectful kiss upon the
cheek: of sister Marvin, sprang upon the back
of ‘his blooded purchase, and frisked up the
road, more like a young brigadier upon pa
rade, than like one of the elect.

In a few days after this transaction, Mur-



